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other act to be committed to an industrial school, or juvenile reformatory under 
the provision of any federal or provincial statute. The commission by a child of 
any of these acts constitutes an offence known as a delinquency. The upper age 
limit of children brought before the juvenile courts in the provinces varies. The 
Juvenile Delinquents Act defines a child as meaning any boy or girl apparently or 
actually under the age of 16 years, or such other age as may be directed in any 
province. In Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Ontario and 
Saskatchewan under 16 is the official age; in Alberta under 16 for boys and under 
18 for girls; in Newfoundland under 17; in Quebec, Manitoba and British 
Columbia under 18 years. Up to 1967, it was the practice of Statistics Canada to 
publish information about juvenile delinquents 16 years of age and over separate 
from that of juveniles under 16 years of age. From 1967 on, the figures include all 
those considered as juveniles by the respective provinces, regardless of the 
differing upper age limits. 

Included in the statistics of juvenile delinquents (Tables 2.10 - 2.12) are cases 
(alleged as well as adjudged) which were brought before the courts and dealt with 
formally. A case was counted separately each time a child appeared before the 
court for a new delinquency or delinquencies. In instances where multiple 
delinquencies were dealt with at one court appearance, only one delinquency — 
the most serious — was selected for tabulation. Delinquencies reported as 
informal cases by the courts were not included nor were cases of children 
presenting conduct problems which were not brought to court or which were dealt 
with by the police, social agencies, schools or youth-serving agencies. Thus, 
community facilities for dealing with children's problems may have an influence 
on the number of cases referred to court and, therefore, an effect on the statistics 
of juvenile delinquents. 

2.9 Correctional institutions 
Correctional institutions may be classified under three headings: (I) training 
schools — operated by the provinces or private organizations under provincial 
charter for juvenile offenders serving indefinite terms up to the legal age for 
children in the particular province; (2) provincial adult institutions; and (3) 
penitentiaries — operated for adult offenders by the federal government in which 
sentences of over two years are served. 

2.9.1 Institutions and training schools 
There is a limited amount of statistical information available with respect to 
correcfional institutions. "In-custody" figures shown in Table 2.13 for penitentia­
ries refer only to those persons under sentence, but the figures for admissions 
include those received from courts as well as by transfer from other penitentiaries 
and by cancellation of paroles. Figures for releases include expiry of sentences, 
transfers between penitentiaries, releases on parole, deaths, pardons and releases 
on court order. In-custody figures for provincial and county institutions may 
include, in addition to those serving sentences, persons awaiting trial, on remand 
for sentence or psychiatric examination, awaiting appeal or deportation, any 
others not yet serving sentence and, for training school population, juveniles on 
placement. 

Population figures in Table 2.13 are for a given day of the year. These figures 
represent, in effect, a yearly census of correctional institutions and, as such, are 
not necessarily indicative of the daily average population count. For instance, if an 
abnormal number of commitments is made to a certain institution on or just prior 
to the end of the year, the result will be an unrepresentative population total for 
the institution in that year. 

With this limitation in mind, certain changes in the total populations of the 
various correctional institutions may be noted. The population in penitentiaries 
decreased in 1974 after increasing in the previous years. The population in 


